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Preface

After graduation, I spent the first few years as a veterinary surgeon learning about internal
medicine and clinical pathology. But since discovering dermatology, I have had an
enormous passion for this subject. While the tools for diagnosing skin diseases are
known and used for each clinical case, I noticed that the information and guidelines were
less defined for diagnosing and managing ear diseases. The sparks of knowledge and
inspiration for otology as a subject began later. I started by reading articles, textbooks and
attending conferences and courses by illustrious fathers of veterinary dermatology such as
Craig Griffin, Lynette Cole, Rod Rosychuck, Ralf Muller, Tim Nuttall and Susan Patterson.

Thanks to them, I realised that the management of ears was entirely the dermatologistʼs
responsibility (considering that the external ear to the eardrum is covered with skin!). So,
after about 20 years of clinical work and more than a thousand cases of ear diseases in
which I used the otoendoscope, I thought it was time to share my experience and
knowledge, not only theoretical but above all practical. How to start an otoendoscopy
unit, which instruments to choose, how to use them and where to avoid missteps or clinical
errors.

An in-depth study on advanced imaging diagnostics has been included in the book due
to the enormous importance these tools have in the definition and staging of otitis. In
addition, the description of ear cleaning techniques and the use of therapeutic equipment
such as surgical lasers are an integral part of the text.

Therefore, this manual aims to guide and support the clinician and all students and new
graduates who have an interest and passion for this discipline.

Fano, Italy Giovanni Ghibaudo
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